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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE REVIEW OF THE RACING AND WAGERING  
WESTERN AUSTRALIA ACTS 

Extension of Reporting Time — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [10.19 am]: I move — 

That the date for presentation of the report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Review of the 
Racing and Wagering Western Australia Acts be extended to 15 October 2010.  

In seeking this extension, I have been advised that this is a very broad inquiry into not only the act under which 
Racing and Wagering Western Australia operates but also the challenges facing the industry. The committee has 
received many submissions from stakeholders, industry groups and members of the public. I am advised that a 
number of complex issues have been raised with regard to governance of the racing industry, and all of these 
issues must be addressed thoroughly by the joint committee. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [10.19 am]: As chair of the committee, I want to say a couple of words. 
This is an important inquiry on behalf of the racing industry. When the Racing and Wagering Western Australia 
Bill came through Parliament in 2003 there was provision for a review of the act after five years, as the 
legislation was a significant change to the governance of the racing industry in Western Australia. I am chair of 
the committee that is at present reviewing the act. As part of our investigations we have taken submissions from 
a very wide section of the industry and also from the public. Consequently, we are asking the Parliament for a 
little more time so that we can meet the people who have made those submissions. The submissions have come 
from all parts of Western Australia. As members would understand, the racing industry encompasses the whole 
of the state, from the tip at the north to Esperance in the south. We are therefore asking the Parliament for a little 
more time so that we can make sure this inquiry is thorough and complete. We do not want Parliament to be in 
the position of having to go back and conduct further reviews of the RWWA act every couple of years. 

Mr M. McGowan: How much extra time is it? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I think it is three months. It just takes a while because we have to get out to the regions. A 
lot of these race clubs are in remote areas and to get them together and hold briefings with the people there is 
taking a little longer than we envisaged. That is why we are seeking the extra time. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [10.21 am]: The opposition is agreeable to the extension of time for this 
examination. The original committee was established under the RWWA legislation. As I understand it, the 
formation of the original committee was a requirement under the act, which stated that within five years or so the 
legislation would have to be reviewed by a committee of the Parliament. It was an unusual provision to put into 
an act, but the former government passed it. I presume there was good reason back in 2002–03 for the former 
government to require that provision in the act. Even though I had been the Minister for Racing and Gaming, I 
was surprised when the member for Wagin stood in the Parliament and suggested that it was a requirement of the 
act that a committee be established to examine the legislation. It turned out that it was a requirement. Select 
committees are, of course, an unusual mechanism that were to be done away with by the Parliament when 
standing committees were established some 10 or so years ago, but this joint committee is an exception to that 
rule. 

I am supportive of the extension. I do not believe that the ultimate findings of the committee should undo the 
good work that has been put in place. There are a lot of elements in the racing community all around Western 
Australia that want to undo the good work that has been put in place. It is one of those things that the committee 
needs to listen to but at the end of the day it also needs to keep in mind what the industry was like and where it 
was at before the body was established. 

My interest in the racing industry really came about only when I was appointed minister. I cannot say that I was 
too involved before I became minister. But one thing I did learn when I became minister was that all the serious 
elements of the industry that had the industry’s interests at heart said that the racing industry was far better off 
under the new arrangements than it was under the old arrangements. The less serious elements of the industry 
disagreed with that. The people with a vested interest in their own patch, however small it had been, disagreed 
with that. The people with the notion of the whole of the industry being successful agreed that Racing and 
Wagering Western Australia was a good body to put in place. 

The committee wants to extend its time to travel to the most remote parts of Western Australia to meet with the 
smaller race clubs that do a wonderful job and create social opportunities. They might have only one or two race 
meets a year, and some places have only one. They do a wonderful job and they work hard and provide 
entertainment predominantly for the people in their communities. But I urge the committee to bear in mind that 
those people will be the greatest critics of the body that has been put in place. They will be the greatest critics 
because they are of the view that more resources should go to them than are going to them currently. They will 
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blame the establishment—the governing body, Racing and Wagering Western Australia—for the fact that those 
resources are not going there. The committee needs to keep in mind that that is their view, that it is parochial, 
and that the overall interests of the industry need to be kept in mind. 

I therefore urge the members of the committee to listen, but not to head down a course by which good work is 
undone. Some members of this Parliament and perhaps some members of the committee—I cannot recall the 
composition of the committee—might be more easily swayed by some people in the racing industry who are 
more parochial. I believe that will be avoided under the leadership of the member for South Perth, for whom I 
have a great deal of time and who has the ultimate needs, desires and interests of the industry at heart. But I urge 
him to keep in mind that he has an important position here that could very well cause some considerable 
problems for the industry. He needs to keep in mind the views he has expressed in the past and make sure that he 
is not thrown off track by anything that comes up as a result of some of the listening that he is doing around 
Western Australia. I know that he is a good listener; listening is good; but I urge him to not get thrown off track 
from the principles that he has espoused many times in the past about the good work that has been done by this 
body. 

Question put and passed. 

Request for Council’s Concurrence 

On motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House), resolved — 

That the Legislative Council be acquainted accordingly and its concurrence sought therein. 
 


